[Contractility and diastolic complicance of the left ventricle in patients with coronary insufficiency without myocardial necrosis].
The 19 coronary patients studied were found to have a "normalised" rigidity k = dp/(dVP) identical to that of normal subjects, and a lowered instantaneous end-diast-lic compliance (dV/dP)TD. The increase in end-diastolic pressure is due to a small increase in end-diastolic volume, and brings about Starling's phenomenon to compensate for a diminution in contractility. The maximimum speed of shortening of the myocardium (VCFmax) shows up the baseline contractility, and appears to be more sensitive than the mean speed of myocardial shortening (VCF) and the ejection fraction.